


Drama : Drama is the form of composition designed for performance in the 

theatre, in which actors take the roles of characters, perform the indicated 

actions and utter the written dialogues. The common alternative name for a 

dramatic composition is ‘Play’. Although mainly written for performing on stage, 

there is an exception of it. A Closet Drama is written in dramatic form, with 

dialogue, indicated settings, and stage directions, but is intended by the author to 

be read rather than to be performed. Examples of this kind of drama are – 

Milton’s Samson Agonistes (1671), Shelley’s Prometheus Unbound (1820), Byron’s 

Manfred(1817). 

There are important components of drama. Those are – 

1. Act :An act is a major division in the action of a play. In England, this division 

was introduced by Elizabethan dramatists, who imitated ancient Roman plays 

by structuring the action into five acts. Late in the 19thcentury, a number of 

writers followed the examples of Chekhov and Ibsen by constructing plays in 

four acts. In the 20thcentury, the most common form for traditional non – 

musical dramas has been threeacts. 

2. Scene :Scene is a division of the act. Acts are often subdivided into scenes. 

Scenes usually consist of units of action in which there is no change of place or 

break in the continuity oftime. 

3. Characters :Characters are the persons represented in a dramatic or narrative 

work. It is the characters who utter dialogues in a dramatic composition, 

perform the indicated actions and move forward the plot. Characters as a 

whole in a drama is called 'Dramatis Personae'. A character may remain 

essentially stable or unchanged in outlook and disposition from beginning to 

end of a work, or may undergo a radical change, either through a gradual 

process of development or as the result of acrisis. 

4. Setting :The overall setting of a narrative or dramatic work is the general 

locale, historical time and social circumstances in which its action occurs. The 

setting of a single episode or scene within the work is the particular physical 

location in which it takes place. The overall setting of Macbeth, for example, is 

medieval Scotland, and the setting for the particular scene in which Macbeth 

comes upon the witches is a blastedhealth. 

5. Plot :The plot in a dramatic or narrative work is constituted by its events and 

actions, arranged in a way to achieve particular artistic and emotional effects. 

Plot and characters are interdependent concepts. Plot has to be distinguished 
from ‘story’. A story is a bare synopsis of the temporal order of what happens- a mere sequence of 

events in time. When we specify how one thing is related to another thing by causes and 

motivations and in what ways all these matters are rendered, ordered and organised so as to 



achieve their particular effects, it is only then a synopsis begins to be adequate to theplot. 

There are a great variety of plot forms. For example, some plots are 

designed to achieve tragic effects, and others to achieve the effects of 

comedy, romance, satire, or of some other genre. 

6. Protagonist :The chief character in a plot, on whom our interest centres, is 

called the Protagonist( or alternatively, the hero orheroine). 

7. Antagonist: The chief opponent of the protagonist in the plot is called the 

Antagonist ( or alternativelyvillain). 

8. Conflict :A drama has to have ‘Conflict’ in it. The relation between the 

protagonist and the antagonist is one of conflict. In addition to the conflict 

between individuals, there may be the conflict of a protagonist against fate, 

or against the circumstances that stand between him and a goal he has set 

himself. 

9. Intrigue :If a character initiates a scheme which depends for its success on the 

ignorance or gullibility of the person or persons against whom it is directed, it 

is called an‘Intrigue’. 

10. Freytag’s Pyramid :The German critic Gustav Freytag, in his Technique of the 

Drama (1863) introduced an analysis of plot that is known as Freytag’s 

Pyramid. He described the typical plot of a five-act play as a pyramidal shape, 

consisting of a Rising Action, Climax, and Falling Action. The opening scene is 

said to be as the Exposition. The final scene is called the Catastrophe or 

Denouement. There is a little difference between catastrophe and 

denouement. Catastrophe is usually applied to tragedy only, whereas 

denouement refers the ending of both tragedy and comedy. A frequently used 

alternative term for the outcome of a plot is theResolution. 
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